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This Voter Engagement Toolkit is a simple
and friendly information pack developed to
help you mobilize and engage your peers and
friends to play an active role in the General
Election in 2017 and beyond.’

Your vote is powerful! Your vote gives you a
voice and power to determine your future.
With your vote, you can elect leaders who
will help you to build a better future.

Don't forget that your vote will decide your

USE YOUR VOICE

MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD!

destiny. If you don’t vote, youll have no
right to complain if the people elected don’t
deliver on ballot measures.

Play to your strength — take full advantage
of your power — and use your vote to make
your voice heard, and to choose the future
that you want.

Don’t try to do it alone! The more the number
of your friends that participate in elections,
the more powerful your voices will be.

USE YOUR VOTE

USE YOUR POWER!
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ff"‘- in the electoral process

Bullding on efforis to enhance youth participation in deciding their
destiny, this youth engagement toalkit provides timely and accurate
infermation to young voters in Kenya.

Nat only does the roolkit explain why your vote matters, it also
outiines how young people inKenya can participate in elections, and
makea difference.

The toolkit explains the best technigues for geltting young people to
participate in elections in Kenya, The kit provides simple information
on how to involve your peers and colleapues in the electoral process.

The toolkit discusses ways to planand successfully implement a.youth
voter engagement forum: Also, the text pives insights on electoral
laws and processes; and tips on ways to engage With candidates-and
identify leaders who can address the needs and concerns of the young
Kenyans,




SEVEN TIPS FOR REACHING YOUNG VOTERS
Promote youth voter registration. 8 B M l LLI U N
This can be in your home community n

VOTERS BETWEEN 18 AND 29 CURRENTLY REGISTERED.
and on campus THAT IS CLOSE T0 HALF GF ALL REGISTERED VOTERS. THAT
« Get updated lists of youth voters. Did you know BIVES YOUNG PEOPLE A LOT OF ELECTORAL POWER.

that there are some 8.6 million voter between

18 and 29 currently registered? That is close to

half of all registered voters. That gives young KEEP YOUTH VOTERS INFORMED AND +@
people a lot of electoral power. ENGAGED IN THE PROCESS. BUILD SOME -

» Talk about issues relevant to the young
Keep youth voters informed and engaged in the Exc ITE M ENT +
process. Build some excitement and fun around
election activities AN D FU N + +

Go to young people’s spaces AROUND ELECTION ACTIVITIES

Use media and new technology strategically.
This could include designing materials that will +
be attractive to your friends and peers




TIPS FOR EFFECTIVE MESSAGING TO GET YOUNG
PEOPLE T0 VOTE

i. Be Clear

ii. Make the message Complete

iii. Be Positive

iv. Make the message Short

v. Be Simple

vi. Make messages relatable to youth needs i.e.
education, employment

PRINCIPLES OF GOOD VOTER EDUCATION

Conduct Voter Education in accordance with the
laws

Provide information that encourage citizens to
vote

Guide young people on how to engage in elections
Ensure non-partisanship in the provision of Voter
Education

Encourage participants to share their views and
experiences -

Remember, there are two kinds of Voter
Education. The first {Motivational) covers

why you should vote. The second (Procedural)
identifies the when, where, and how of voting
and what’s on the ballot. Both are important,

but you have to convince young people WHY they
should vote before they will be interested in the
“how to™.

WHAT CAN YOU DO?

= Register to vote

= Understand voting information

- Encourage your peers to register and to vote
= Use online platforms to reach others

= Organize or participate in a youth engagement
ents
« Join Campus Ambassadors

CAMPUS AMBASSADORS (CAs)

If you are reading this Youth Voter Engagement
Toolkit, you are a Campus Ambassador.

Campus Ambassadors are a diverse community
of committed young people trained -on youth
voter engagement, and strives to connect with
their communities te encourage young people to
participate in elections.

Spread the information, and encourage

other young people to reach out to others.
We are building a movement of informed
young voters '

Join us if:

. You are active and engaged
ii. If you know that your vote matters
iii. If you are young

We’ll be organizing Campus Engagement
Events across the Campus in different
counties. Don’t Miss It

To become a Youth Vote Ambassador:-

« You must be passionate about mobilizing young
people to vote
You must be willing to organize youth
engagement events in accordance with this
toolkit
You need to contact any organization listed at

the back of this toolkit, and inquire about how to
become a Campus Ambassadors '

Apply to become a Campus Ambassador




2. YOUR VOTE MATTERS

WHY VOTE?

+ The progress that you are looking for is on the
ballot

+ To elect a leader who will address your needs and
concerns

v To choose your representative

+ To build a better future

« Your vote is your voice

WHY YOUTH VOTES MATTER

. Nearly 80 per cent of the Kenya’s population
comprises people aged 35 and below

. 50% per cent of the registered voters are aged
between 18 and 29 (Approx. 8.6m)

. With those numbers, young people’s votes can
make a difference

SOME OF THE INITIATIVES T0 GET
YOUTH TO VOTE

Door-to-Door youth engagement
Online information sharing
Community outreach activities
Building partnership

Campus events

Music, Arts and Sports events

SOME PRIORITIES FOR YOUTH

Through the ballot, young people can elect leaders
who prioritize the needs of young people, including:

Creation of employment opportunities
Accessibility to HELB loans

Fighting against corruption

Affordable healthcare

Access to education, skills and vocational
training

Affordable housing

Participation in Nation-building

& &e&eE




Examples of youth voter
engagement events

and activities

i. Voter Turnout events

ii. Candidates forums

iii. Community and groups outreach
iv. Panel Discussions

v. Workshops
vi. Music, Arts and Sports events

A\ GHECK LIST: DESIGNING A VOTER
ENGAGEMENT EVENT

Set t:oncretehénd e'ttainable gbalS

Choose your target audlence

1
s

_Select approprlate opportumtles for youth

commumcatlon plan =

5 .f)G!lr

: Notlfyr relevant authorlty i. e ' Campus
e .'Admmlstratlon R

-4 Choose 'a sultable fac1htator

;}Advertlse w1dely and m the nght places

RS s;& AR
’r_Enlist volunteérs to help with the event B

= SRR  Fei
e 4l 1 .. e L
e g R I

i Establlsh ways to mvolve the youth
'_Identlfy resources and a5515tance reqmred
for the event - ~

REQUIREMENTS FOR A YOUTH VOTER
ENGAGEMENT EVENT

= Registration of participants
= Approvals for the event
= Sponsors and Partners
» Venue

= Materials for the event

PROMOTIONAL ACTION AND MATERIALS

i. Internet/Social Media platforms

ii. Youth influencers

iii. Phone ringtones

iv. Community forums

v. Radio, Television and Newspapers
advertisements

vi. Flyers

vii. Posters

BUILDING PARTNERSHIPS FOR YOUTH
ENGAGEMENT EVENTS

Five key principles to build effective partnerships
for youth engagement event:

a. Be direct and intentional
. Think ahead
. Inspire and Influence
. Create a community
. Think Long-term




A CHECKLIST: URGANIZING AN EFFECTIVE YOUTH \lﬂTEH ENGAGEMENT IN BAMPUS

Before event .. .. Duringevent .

Invite participants i. The registration form has been
Engage Campus completed
administration ii. Confirm if there are any
iii. Have you advertised the partners participating
event? iii. What are the critical pieces of
iv. Is the venue booked information that need to be
Do you have the youth shared
engagement toolkit? iv. Is essential information and
i. Are there any materials to messages displayed
give to the participants . Time schedule management
ii. Engage partners, campus i. Event facilitator
adminstration and volunteers vii. Live social media engagements
to get reactions and comments

. After event

What are the key
concerns for continued
engagement
Activity reports

iii. Evaluation reports

iv. Post event discussions on
social media
Encourage feedback on
issues covered and/or not
covered

DO’S AND DON'TS FOR ORGANIZING A
YOUTH VOTER ENGAGEMENT EVENT

ADo’s

+ Be friendly

+ Use peer-to-peer learning

+ Understand the Youth Voter
Engagement Toolkit

+ Understand electoral laws, calenc]ar and
requlrements S

v Know the non-partisan gmdeimes for
voter educatlon

v Identlfy ways to involve part1c1pants

+ Book venue

v Advertlse your event

v Make reglstratmn forms

v Make the engagement excmng and fun

X Use wordy messages and K !
X Use young people only as rec1plents
X Be too formal




REQUIREMENTS TO REGISTER TO VOTE

+ A Kenyan citizen who has attained the age of
eighteen years

= A National Identity Card or valid Kenyan
. passport

iIUTER REGISTRATION

- The Independent Electoral and Boundaries

. Commission (IEBC} will deploy:

' Biometric Voter ' Registration (BVR):Kits which
captures; Fingerprints, facial biometrics together
- with information such as name, sex, date of birth,

’3"3‘{' address, ward andcounty. These kits are called the
Kenya Integrated Elections Management Systems
 (KIEMS) for voter verification, voter identification

© and results transmission. PS: the technology to be
. used during election may change from an election to

. another depending with the law.

"HOWTOREBISTER

An éligible voter must:

B % Appear in person for registration at a

¢.. designated registration centre of choice

&, Present original identification documents

Bl Fill out form A with required registration
.. details

. Be issued with an acknowledgment slip

4. REGISTER TO VOTE

?'VUTEHS__LIST

VOTER REGISTRATION
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT SLIP

Upon registration, you will be
issued with a voter registration
slip with the following details:

Name,

Elector’s number,
ID/Passport No.
Registration centre,
Polling Station,

The name of the ward,
constituency and County

where you are reglstered
as a voter.

Note: The acknowledgement shp
is not a requirement for voting

! 5a Pr1nc1pal Reglster of
Voters that contams the names of aii voters
segregated inte poilmg statxon, “ward,
constxtuency, county and dlaspora

HOW TO VERIFY VUUH HEGISTRATIUN STATUS

You can verlfy your reglstratmn status
at any polling statlon w1thm your ‘county
assembly ward. -

WHAT IF | HAVE AN ANOMALY WITH MY
REGISTRATION STATUS

You can fill in the relevant claim form at
your reglstratlon centre and the registration
officer will assist you in updatlng the
anomaly.

K g
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ABOUT ELECTIVE POSITIONS

There are six elective positions:

i. The President (elected with their Deputy)

ii. The Member of the National Assembly

iii. One woman elected to the National Assembly by voters in each county
iv. The Governor (elected with their deputy)

v. The Senator

vi. The Ward Representative

PARTY PRIMARIES

i. Political parties are required to conduct their primaries in accordance with electoral laws and IEBC

nomination rules
ii. Party primaries are a good opportunity for voters to identify candidates for the General Election

INDEPENDENT CANDIDATES

Any person is eligible to run as an independent candidate for election if the person is not a member of
any registered political party, and satisfies the requirements of election laws.

ANY PERSON IS
ELIGIBLE TO RUN AS AN
INDEPENDENT CANDIDATE
FOR ELECTION




A CHECKLIST:
DESIGN AND HOLD A CANDIDATE FORUM

A candidate

POLITICAL ASPIRANTS SHOULD HAVE:

forum provides an A clear imderstanding of the needs and-

opportunity for young people to learn
more about elections, candidates and
issues. It is really useful to allow young
people to speak to the aspirants. Below
is a checklist of thing to consider when
conducting a candidate forum: The
following checklist aims at helping you
organize - the most successful forum
possible.

N ON BN ST IR N S S S AR TS

Set concrete and attamable goals and
objectives - e : :

'Identlfy dlscussion isSu¢§ and 'pr'ov:ide

the speakers with clear instructions :
about what you want them to discuss

and the tlme allocated to each candl—

date |

Choose your tafget audience

Create a speaﬁc tlmelme for your
event s |

Develop an internal and external com-
munication pIan

'Choose an effective moderator
_Ad_ver_tise the event

Enlist volunteers

Consider ways to involve the youth

Identlfy resources and assistance that
you reqmre for your event .

Ensu:e non—partlsansmp
Which Candidate(s)

Participants

' Néuti‘al madefator

Use media and socnal medla to engage
"and raise issues - o=

concerns of the youth

Demonstrated leadership and commit-
ment to youth -development.

A commltment to vision and val-
ues-based leadershlp '

Identify with progressive ideas that
ﬁi‘omote developmént

A commltment to ﬁght corruptlon and

2 o e

tribalism - .l

Personal quallnes respectful respon—
51ble and responswe

v?.rw

Abide by the constltunonal and elector-
al requ1rements




€. SIMULATION ACTIVITY

Simulation is a role-play performance by participants. The performance
represents an existing or a possible experience, some character or a real
situation. Simulations you could run include:

« Registration simulations, walking participants through the use of the biometric kit

« Polling station simulations walking participants through the process

POLLING STATION DOS AND DON'TS

ADos

v

v

Mark your choice on the ballot paper clearly, by
marking an ‘X’ in the box next to your choice.

Deposit your ballot paper into the ballot box
before leaving the Polling Station

Ask for assistance from election officials if you
are unsure about voting procedures

Election officials can explain to you the voting
procedures, but not how to make your choice

Voting is secret

ADon’ts

X

X
X
X

Mark outside the box. Otherwise your vote
becomes invalid.

Take any ballot paper out of the Polling Station
Use your phone or take photographs within the
Polling Station

Bring bags as bags will be subjected to security

checks at the entrance of the Polling Station
and that may slow down the process

FIRST TIME VOTERS-VOTING PROCESS

Step 1: Register to Vote

Step 2: Research and understand your candidates

Step 3: Know the Issues

Step 4: Verify your registration status

Step 5: Find Your Polling Station

Step 6: Cast Your Ballot

STEP 7: AWAIT ELECTION RESULTS

v

Get a ballot paper for the different elective
positions

Use a your pen to fill in the box of your choice
on the ballot

Mark an X in the box of your choice
Double check your choices
Fold the ballot

Put the marked ballots in the respective ballot
boxes




Below is the pledge that we want all Ambassadors to commit to. It will be
our job to encourage as many as of our friends and peers to also commit
to the pledge. We must ask everyone who agrees to the pledge to sign our
pledge list, so we can check to see if they voted.

MY VOTE 15 POWERFUL!

| WILL VOTE

| WILL ENCOURAGE OTHER YOUNG
PEOPLE TO VOTE

OUR VOTES WILL HELP BUILD A
BETTER FUTURE!




8. THE VOTERS’ PASSPORT

The Voter’s Passport is another support material for you that you can give to
all those you interact with in your role as Campus Ambassador. Please make
sure that you know it’s contents and that you give them to all those you
make contact with.




ELECTIONS IN KENYA-LEGAL FRAMEWORK

2010 Constitution

|. SOVEREIGNTY OF THE PEOPLE

The Constitution of Kenya - the supreme law of the
republic, recognizes citizens’ sovereign power, and
aspirations to elect a government of their choice.

Chapter 1 (2)

The people may exercise their sovereign power either
directly or through their democratically elected
representatives.

Chapter 1 (3)
Sovereign power under this Constitution is
delegated to the following State organs, which
shall perform their functions in accordance with the
Constitution—

Parliament

Legislative assemblies in the county governments
The national executive

Executive structures in the county governments
The judiciary

Independent tribunals

Ii. BILL OF RIGHTS

Article 38 (2)

Every citizen has the right to free, fair and regular
elections based on universal suffrage and the free
expression of the will of the electors.

Article 38 (3)
Every adult citizen has
unreasonable restrictions, -

the right, without

i. To be registered as a voter
ii. To vote by secret ballot in any elections or
referendum

Independent Electoral and Boundaries
Commission (IEBC) 2011 Act

1.

The Act provides for the operations, powers,

responsibilities and functions of the Commission

to supervise elections and referenda at County

and National government levels

The Commission is responsible for conducting or

supervising referendaand electionstoanyelective

body or office established by the Constitution,

and any other elections as prescribed by an Act

of Parliament and, in particular, for—

i. Continuous registration of citizens as voters

ii. Regular revision of the voters’ roll

iii. Delimitation of constituencies and wards in
accordance with the Constitution

iv. Regulation of the process by which parties
nominate candidates for elections
Settlement of electoral dispute, including
disputes relating to or arising from
nominations, but excluding election petitions
and disputes, subsequent to the declaration
or election results

vi. Registration of candidates for election

vii. Voter education

viii. Facilitation of the observation, monitoring
and evaluation of elections '

ix. Regulation of the amount of money that may
be spent by or on behalf of candidate or party
in respect of any election
Development and enforcement of a code of
conduct for candidates and parties contesting
elections

i. Monitoring of compliance with the
legislation required by Article 82 (1} (b) of
the Constitution relating to nomination of
candidates by parties
ii. Investigation and prosecution of electoral

offences by candidates, political parties or
their agents pursuant to Article 157 (12) of
the Constitution

xiii. Useofappropriate technologyandapproaches
in the performance of its functions and

xiv. Such other functions as are provided for by
the Constitution or any other written law




ELECTIONS ACT 2011 AND REVISED 2012

The Election Act provides for the conduct of elections to the office of the President, the National
Assembly, the Senate, county governor and county assembly; to provide for the conduct of referenda;
to provide for election dispute resolution and other connected purposes

Article 3

1. An adult citizen shall exercise the right to vote specified in Article 38 (3) of the Constitution in
accordance with this Act

2. A citizen shall exercise the right to vote if the citizen is registered in the Principal Register of
Voters |

THE ELECTION LAWS (CAMENDMENT) ACT 2016

i. The Act introduces a framework for the recrnitment of [EBC Commissioners, while laying the
platform for the orderly exit of the office holders.

ii. Allows the IEBC to come up with a manual system of identifying voters and transmitting results,
complementary to the electronic tallying system

VOTER REGISTRATION (ELECTIONS ACT 2012-SECTION 5]

“Any citizen of Kenya who has attained the age of eighteen years and
holds a national identity card or a Kenyan passport, shall be registered
as a voter upon application”

 MYVOTEIS &
POWERFUL!
AND YOURS 1S




'BEYOND ELECTIONS

How can young people engage beyond E-day?
How do we keep young people’s hopes alive beyond elections

MORE INFORMATION
On the 2017 General Elections

www.iebc.or.
On Peaceful Participation
ww.cohesion.or.ke
On Youth Voter Engagement
www.ifes.org




NOTES
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Make your mark.
., Use your power.
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